
Mississippi Forestry Commission 
Safety Council minutes 

November 2005 
 

Welcome   -  Danny Bryant 
 
Reading of minutes – silently by everyone. 
Acceptance of minutes -  Ed Brown  put to motion that we accept, Greg Chatham 2nd 
Approved by council 
 
Everard Baker - Discussion of Budget issues, FEMA projects and Overtime issues. 
 
Everard discussed the supplemental grant with FEMA. 
 
Boot issue- Everard discussed the possibility of  getting a grant to help us get boots for 
our employees. 
 
Everard put at ease the issue of merging.  He stated that was not in the budget for this 
next year and we would have to wait and see what the legislature brings us.  But he didn’t 
look for it to come us in the legislative session. 
 
Nomex and uniforms 
 
Everard let the council know the status of ordering nomex for the employees. 
1. The grant has been written. 
2.  The bid packet has been drawn up.  Just waiting for approval from Jon Zimmerman 

to make sure it goes with grant.   
3. Receiving the numbers of each item so it can be put in the bid packet when Jon 

Zimmerman receives them. 
 
Uniforms 
At this time Everard turned over to Ed Brown to get the update on the uniforms. 
 
Ed gave a brief summary on the uniform committees selection of uniforms.  He then 
turned over to Bob Ponder to give status of purchase order. 
 
Bob informed the council that measuring for uniforms would be held the week of Nov. 28 
to Dec. 1 and a purchase order would be cut after that. 
 
General discussion among group on nomex, fire shelters and boots. 
 
It was the recommendation that we go with green for the pants on the nomex.  The high 
visibility yellow was fine for the shirts, coats and coveralls. 
 
 
 



Fire shelters. 
 
Who has them and how good of shape are they in.  Danny Bryant stated there is a new 
style of fire shelter out there. 
 
Boots- 
 
It was generally discussed that we stay with the 8” inch leather boots as a safety standard. 
 
General Discussion: 
 
Number of participants for safety council  
 
How many from each district? 
Everard suggested 1 per area or at least 3 per district. 
 
1 from EMS, Communications, FEPP and 1 from nurseries and seed orchard. 
 
The district could consist of 2 with an alternative.  This way if someone couldn’t make it 
the alternate could attend in their place.  Try to have at least 2 from every district each 
meeting. 
 
Must keep the district safety council meeting. 
 
Each district must have a safety representive. Some one who will keep up with all safety 
issues.   
 
Must develop a standardized format for accidents. 
 
Make a recommendation to district safety council to review all accidents.  At least the 
ones where money is involved.  
 
Have the service forester’s report brought to state safety council meeting to be discussed. 
 
Emergency Lights 
 
Wig wag lights (converter) one option. 
 
Color Red and white 
Bob and Everard will get together and see do research on the lights. 
 
Who should get them?  Engines, transports and pick-ups 
(any kind of equipment that is fire equipment) 
 
When can you use the lights and rules? 

1. In route to a fire 



2. Even in route to a fire must abide by the traffic laws of the state of Mississippi 
and any local laws. 

3. Use in dangerous situations.  (examples when parked on the side of road while 
fighting fire the truck is left. This will help the vehicle be seen on the side of 
road.) 

4. Can be used in parade situations. 
5. Cannot be used on the way home or to the office to show off. 

 
If the rules are broken at least a 2 or 3 group offense will be given. 
 
We will have training on the use of lights. 
 
New hires will have this training as part of their orientation. 
 
Danny Bryant will be in charge of getting this into the orientation as a directive. 
 
Danny Bryant put a motion that we accept these recommendations, 2nd by Steve 
Williams.  Approved by council. 
 
New business 
 
Danny Bryant :  Inspection reports.  We need to get back in the habit of doing these 
consistently. 
 
Safety short -  Frank Toler get for every one to see or read.  Would be helpful to the 
agency. 
 
Drive cam-  Do we need to install some kind of camera into vehicles to see how 
employees are driving. 
 
Need to reinstate the CPR / first aid course for employees. 
 
Boots:  Steel toed or not. 
Steel toe is not required at this time for shop personnel, no way should it be required for 
field personnel.  Should not be worn in fire situation. 
 
Everard -  We will look into getting some specifications up for some boots. 
 
             8 “ inch leather boots with viabrum sole. A deep lug sole. 
 Shop personnel boots be oil resistant. 
 
Name brand boots people suggested. (Redwing, Georgia, Justin and Danner) 
 
Bob will try and get in touch with sales people to see if we can get some samples. 
 



ATV and wearing helments.  Stick with wearing a motorcycle helment.  Training on 
ATVs for new employees. 
 
Ed Brown -  Better reports on occupational accidents, injury logs.   
                     Defensive driving courses, I think we need more. 
 
Jon Zimmerman – Think the light issue a past due need that we need to go forward with. 
 
Brian-  Recommends fire shelters need to be visual inspected for wear and damage.  
           Upon viewing damage make sure you follow instructions to repair shelters 
correctly. 
 
Steve  Commended Kent Grizzard on the new logos.  Recommendated that we have the 
new logo put on all vehicles.   Danny put in form of motion and Ed 2nd. 
 
Jim-  2 ton trucks have blind spots.  Need to see if there is someway we can cut down on 
the blind spots on the 2 tons.  Maybe concave mirrors on existing mirrors. 
 
Radios;  Is there anyway we can get smaller ones.   
 
There is some new ones being purchased in the near future cannot answer if they are 
smaller or not.  Greg will have to come and give us the answer. 
 
Accident Report Review 
 
Reading of accident reports and general discussion of each accident. 
 
Closing of meeting – next meeting set for Jan. 26, 2006. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 


	Accident Report Review

